
 
 

6. World Senior Championships - WSrC 
6.1 Introduction (From latest version of Playing rules approved by 2019 Congress, 

modified and approved by Committee – executive board for 2023 WSrC) 
 
6.1.1  The rules specified in this chapter apply to the World Bowling World Bowling Senior 

Championships (WSrC) in addition to the rules specified in Chapter 2, 4, 9, 10 and 11.  
6.1.2  Each federation shall be limited to a team of not more than four male and four female athletes 

in WSrC Senior Division and Grand Senior Division.   
6.1.3  Age limits  

c)  The athletes in WSrC Senior Division must be 50 years of age or above in the 

year of the Championship; for the Grand Senior Division, the athletes must be 65 

years of age or above in the year of the Championship. Also see 4.9.5 c  
6.1.4  The official delegation shall include no more than four male and four female athletes for 

WSrC Senior Division and Grand Senior Division, one coach for male athletes, one coach for 

female athletes, one administrator for a male team and one administrator for a female team. The 

host federation may increase the size of the official delegation with the approval of the World 

Bowling President.  
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6.2 Lane Assignments and Registration  
6.2.1  In due time before the start of the championships, the Tournament Director will decide the 

number of squads for each event and the number of lanes in use for each squad.  
6.2.2  Lane assignments shall be determined by lot for Singles, Doubles and Team, and subject to 

special pre-arranged schedule requirements.  
6.2.3  For Singles and Doubles, once competition is under way, the number of athletes scheduled on 

a pair of lanes must be consistent throughout the tournament.  
6.2.4  An impartial lane assignment should be performed in due time prior to the Pre-Tournament 

meeting in order for it to be announced at the meeting.  
6.2.5  Verification of the number of athletes from each participating federation and spellings of their 

names must be done latest in conjunction with the Pre-Tournament meeting. No changes will be 

permitted thereafter.  

 

6.3 Practice  
6.3.1  The athletes of each federation shall be nominated prior to the start of the official practice.  
6.3.2  Minimum one day of official practice must be provided immediately prior to the start of the 

Singles. One hour practice is required for each federation. However, if the competition lanes are not 

available for unofficial practice immediately prior to the official practice, two days of official 

practice will be required with two hours for each federation the first day and one hour for each 

federation the second day.  
6.3.3  Each federation will have one session of official practice –  
6.3.4  After the lanes have been prepared and the official practice concluded, no play whatsoever by 

the participants of the championships shall be allowed on the competition lanes during the entire 

duration, except the championships proper. This will not preclude efforts (e.g. exhibition) to 
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promote bowling before, after or in between events. However, this does not allow any play by 

participants on the competition lanes after the last event of the day when the bowling centre is 

available to the public for open bowling. Violators are subject to disqualification.  
6.3.5  Warm-up for events in each block  

a)  Singles, 10 minutes practice time  
b)  Doubles, 10 minutes practice time  
c)  Team, 15 minutes practice time  
d)  Semi Finals and Finals, 10 minutes practice time for Team; 5 minutes practice 

time for  
Doubles and Singles.  
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6.4 Athlete's area  
6.4.1  The Tournament Manager, using methods of identification, which are obvious to spectators, 

shall define the athletes’ area.  
6.4.2  Only one coach or official from any federation will be permitted in the athletes’ area in the 

immediate vicinity of each pair of lanes on which their athletes are competing.  
6.4.3  It is not permissible to bring in or consume food in the athletes’ area. This does not include 

candy bars or fruit.  

 

6.5 Events  
6.5.1 For the WSrC the male and females shall compete in separate divisions but the scheduled 

events shall be the same for all as follows  
a)  Singles, 6 games  
b)  Doubles, 6 games  
c)  Team (of four athletes), 6 games  
d)  All Events, a total of the foregoing 18 games  

6.5.2  In Singles, Doubles and Team, athletes assigned to commence bowling on odd numbered 

lanes will move left and athletes assigned to commence bowling on even numbered lanes will move 

right for each successive game. The Tournament Manager will determine the number of lanes to be 

moved each game during the event.  
6.5.3  One game Semi Finals and Finals in all events except in the Team event, All Events in each 

event standing to be matched for the Semi Finals). In the Team events, the Semi Finals and Finals 

will be played in Baker’s format, best of three (3) games.  
The two losers in the Semi Finals will get Bronze medals. 

  
6.6 Singles 
6.6.1  Maximum four athletes in each gender in WSrC Senior Division and Grand Senior 

Division  per federation.  
6.6.2  Six games in one block across 12 lanes.  
6.6.3  Each game shall be played on a different pair of lanes.  
6.6.4  Top 4 in the final standing is qualified for two one game Semi Finals, where the singles 

positioned 1 meets the singles positioned 4 and the singles positioned 2 meets the singles positioned 

3.  
6.6.5  The winners of the two Semi Finals will play a one game final  
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6.6.6  The two losers in the Semi Finals will both get Bronze medals  
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6.7 Doubles 
6.7.1  Maximum two Doubles in WSrC Senior Division and Grand Senior Division  per federation 

in each gender.  
6.7.2  Six games in one block across 12 lanes.  
6.7.3  Each game shall be played on a different pair of lanes.  
6.7.4  Top 4 in the final standing is qualified for two one game Semi Finals, where the Doubles 

positioned 1 meets the Doubles positioned 4 and the Doubles positioned 2 meets the Doubles 

positioned 3.  
6.7.5  The winners of the two Semi Finals are playing a one game Final.  
6.7.6  Line-up changes are permitted only between the qualification and the Semi Finals and 

between the Semi Finals and the Final.  
6.7.7  Change of athletes is not permitted at any moment during the Doubles event  

 

6.8 Team  
6.8.1  One Team per federation in each gender for  WSrC Senior Division and Grand Senior 

Division.  
6.8.2  Six games in two three-game blocks  
6.8.3  In the second block team shall be seeded, based on the results from the first block. The teams 

with the highest results shall be scheduled to the last squad.  
6.8.4  Line-up changes are not permitted during a block.  
6.8.6  Top 4 in the final standing is qualified for two Semi Finals, where the team positioned 1 

meets the team positioned 4 and the team positioned 2 meets the team positioned 3. The Semi Finals 

will be played in Baker’s format best of three (3) games.  
6.8.7  The winners of the two Semi Finals are playing a Final. The Final will be played in Baker’s 

format, best of three (3) games.  
6.8.8  Line-up changes are permitted only between the blocks, between the qualification and the 

Semi Finals and between the Semi Finals and the Final.  

 

6.9 All Events  
6.9.1 Maximum four athletes per federation in WSrC Senior Division and Grand Senior Division  in 

each gender. 

6.9.2 Standing to be decided based on a total of the 18 played games in the foregoing 3 disciplines 

(Singles, Doubles, and Team).  
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6.11 Procedure for Semi Finals and Finals    
6.11.1 After half of the practice period, the highest seeded Singles, Doubles or Team will decide 

which lane to start.  
6.11.2  After half of the practice period all Doubles or Teams must decide their line-up for the 

match.  
6.11.3  In case of withdrawals from any Semi Finals or Final, the athlete, Doubles or Team without 

opponent will be declared the winner of the match. 
6.11.4  In the Team event, the Semi Finals and Finals will be played in Baker’s format  

 

6.12 Substitution  
6.12.1  An athlete who has already started in an event shall not be replaced.  
6.12.2  In case of an injured athlete having to leave the game, the remaining athletes on the team 

shall continue their games for all event purposes.  

 

6.13 Tie breaking procedures  
6.13.1  Ties for scores for the following positions;  

(a) Position 4 & 5 before the Semi Finals of the Singles, Doubles, Teams;  
will be broken with a one game Roll Off.  
In the case of a further tie, the tie will be broken by allowing each athlete involved in the tie 

to play a one ball Roll Off on a full set of pins.  
This procedure will be repeated until the tie is broken. 

The Roll Off in the Doubles, and Teams will use the Baker format.  
The pair of lanes to be used for the tie breaking as well as the warm up time will be decided 

by the Tournament Director.  
A draw will decide on which lane in the pair the Roll Off will be played, and another draw 

will decide which team shall start. When the Roll Off includes more than one athlete, 

athletes of the competing teams shall alternate after each shot.  
Ties for either position 1 or 4 before Semi Finals in Singles, Doubles or Teams, will be 

broken by the individual or team with the highest game in that event.  
The team with the highest accumulated score will be the winner of the tie. 

The line-up of both teams must be the same as the line-ups in the last game of the event.  
6.13.2  Ties in the Semi Finals or Finals of any event shall be broken by allowing each 

athlete involved in the tie to play a one ball Roll Off on a full set of pins.  
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In case of a further tie, the procedure will be repeated on the second lane of the pair and the order of 

teams to start will be opposite to the first Roll Off.  
This procedure will be repeated until the tie is broken. 

The team with the highest accumulated score will be the winner of the tie.  
The line-up of both teams must be the same as the line-ups in the game where the tie occurred.  
The highest ranked athlete or team will decide on which of the lanes in the pair the Roll Off will be 

played and which of the teams will play the first shot. When the Roll Off includes more than one 

athlete, athletes from the competing teams shall alternate after each shot.  
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In case of a further tie, the procedure will be repeated on the second lane of the pair and the order of 

teams to start will be opposite to the first Roll Off. This procedure will be repeated until the tie is 

broken.  
6.13.3  In case of tie for the medal positions in All Events there will be no tie-breaking for the 

medals. The athletes will be declared co-winners. 

 

6.14 Awards  
6.14.1 World Bowling medals of Gold; Silver and Bronze shall be presented to each of the 

individuals winning those positions in the following events.  
a)  Singles  
b)  Doubles  
c)  Team  
d)  All Events  

 

6.14.2 In addition to the medals for the individual athletes, a medal shall be given to the coach of  

the medalists and to the national federation the medalists represent.  
 


